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Summary Highlights of Economic Conditions in the Nonrubber
Footwear Industry in the Third Calendar Quarter of 1984 1/

. U.S. groduction;——Preliminarj.data indicate that domestic production of
nonrubber footwear amounted to. 67.8 million pairs in July-September 1984, 18
rercent less than that in the corresponding period of 1983 (table 1).

U.S. producers’ shipmehts,——Prelimiﬁary data for the third quarter of 1984
show that producers' nonrubber footwear shipments amounted to $1.06 billion,
5 percent less . thamn that in the year-earlier period (table 2).

U.S. imports.--U.S. imports of nonrubber footwear totaled 211.6 million
pairs in July-September 1984, a 49-percent increase over those in the
corresponding period of 1983, and a record quarterly gain (table 6). The value
of U.S. imports in July-September 1984 reached $1.5 billion, an increase of 46
percent from the same period a year ago (table 7).. Imports from Taiwan, the
iargest supplier, increased 53 percent during the period to almost 90.3 million
pairs (valued at $425 million). Imports from Korea rose 14 percent to 35.8
million pairs ($244 million). Brazil's shipments continued to increase
significantly during the third quarter of this year, increasing 102 percent
over the corresponding period of last year to 32.9 million pairs ($271
million). '

U.S. exports.--U.S. exports in July-September 1984 totaled 2.4 million
palrs (valued at $25 million), representing an increase of 21 percent from
those in July-September 1983 (tables 13 and 14).

Apparent U.S. consumption.—-Preliminary data indicate that apparent
consumption of nonrubber footwear in July-September 1984 rose 24 percent in
quantity and 19 percent in value from the levels in the corresponding period of
1983 to 277.0 million pairs, valued at $2.5 billion (tables 1 and 2).

Ratio of imports to consumption.--Third quarter data for 1984 show that
imporls captured a record share of the U.S. nonrubber footwear market. The
quanlity of imports accounted for 76 percent of U.S. consumption in
July-September 1984, compared with 64 percent in the corresponding period of
1983 (table 1). 1In terms of value, imports made up 59 percent of the market
in the 1984 period, compared with 48 percent during the 1983 period (table 2).

Prices.--During the third quarter of 1984, the Producer Price Index for
footwear increased less than 0.1 percent and the Consumer Price Index increased
1.5 percent over the same period a year ago (table S5).

1/ Information requested by the Committee on plant closures will be provided
in the report covering the fourth calendar quarter of each year. The fourth
quarler report for 1984 is due to the Committee by March 11, 1985.



loyment and unemployment rate.—-Preliminary data for the third quarter
of 1984 show that employment amounted to 118,100 employees, 6 percent less
than that in the corresponding period of 1983, and 11 percent less than that
in the 1982 period (table 3). The unemployment rate in the leather and
leather products industry for July-September 1984 was 14.7 percent, compared
with 18.8 percent in the corresponding period of 1983 (table 5). 1/

Price range trend of U.S. imports.--A significant increase occurred in
imported footwear valued under $1.25 per pair, especially of women's and
misses' plastic footwear. Sizable increases also occurred in the more
expensive categories, consisting of leather athletic and women's and misses'
leather footwear (tahle 9).

Imports of certain rubber footwear.--Imports of rubber footwear with

fabric uppers and soles of rubber or plastics, another major sector of the
footwear industry, including sneakers, joggers, and certain casual shoes and
slippers, increased 39 percent in July-September 1984 over those in the

year earlier period to 24 million pairs (valued at $66 million) (tables 10 and
11). Approximately 60 percent of the quantity and 74 percent of the value of
these imports in the 1984 period came from Taiwan and Korea.

"1/ Data on monthly unemployment rates are subject to considerable
fluctuation because of the small sample used and, consequently. should be used
with caution. .



tity of U.S. production, imports for consumption, and apparent consumption, by months, January 1982-September 1984

Table 1.--Nonrubber footwear: Quan
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4 million pairs in 1983. 1In 1983, total exports accounted for 2.2

.8 million pairs in 1982 and 7.

duction.
Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce.

1/ Includes deductions for exports, which totaled 8
Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown.

po;cent of total pro

2/ Preliminary.




Table 2.--Nonrubber footwear: Value of U.S. producers’ shipments, imports for consumption, and apparent consumption,
by months, January 1982-September 1984
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Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce.

Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown.

Note.

U.S. International Trade Commission

December 1984
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Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce.

2/ Calculate
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U.S. International Trade Commission
December 1984
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Nonrubber footwear: U.S. production and imports for consumption, 1970-83
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Nonrubber foofwear: Quantity of U.S. production and
imports for conmsumption, by quarters, 1982-84
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Nonrubber footwear: Value of U.S. producers' shipments
and imports for consumption, by quarters, 1982-84
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Nonrubber footwear: Ratio of imports to coasumption,
in terms of quantity, by quarters, 1982-84
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Nonrubber footwear: Quantity of U.S. imports for consumption,
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Unemployment rate for the leather and leather products industry 1/,
by quarters, 1982-84
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Producer Price Index for footwear (BLS code 043), by quarters, 1982-84
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